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Introduction

As SVBF is building the authentic temple for

deity to whom the temple is dedicated, is housed
in a small sanctuary within the temple known as

Sharadamba, Chandra-mouleeswara, and Adi 9arbhagringwomb-chamber), indicating the
Sankara at the lush green Pocono Mountains in location of the kernel or essence of the temple.

Stroudsburg, PA, it is only appropriate to

Precise scriptural injunctions regulate the

understand the elements of the architecture of a production of these sacred images. The incidence

traditional Hindu temple and the consecration
rituals.

The Hindu Temple is not a building. It is a
conception of Divinity; it represents a combination
of religion and art. Its roots go back to the very

of divine presence in the form of the image occurs
upon completion of th@raTishThApanaeremony,
which will be discussed later. The sacredness of the
image in thegarbhagrihaxpresses itself as a
powerful force whose influence expands outwards

remote past, to the earliest stages of humanegicareein all directions; hence the potency of the other

Though the rays of the sun illumine everywhere,

images that are aligned with these forces, especially

the placement of a mirror focuses the light and can those positioned in the centers of north, west and

even burn a paper! Similarly, the glory of the Lord
is seen in all of creations, and the temples (iay t

south sanctum walls. These considerations require
enormous skills on the part of the temple designer

role of mirrors where the prayers by the community (sthapati)to position the other deities in

together strengthens the community and enhances
the *sAnnidhyamZ. So temple worship became a

tradition that helped to bring the communities
together. Depending on the desires of the
community, installation (pratishthapana) and
worship of the image(s) of thishTa devata(s)

became popular and reinforced the deep rooted

religious sentiments. In this context, our scripr

recommend building of a temple as one of the

highest ofdharma!

The temple architecture:

appropriate places. Especially in a temple that
houses several deities, this becomes a very complex

Sanctum '_EI /
(Garbhegrhg / |
/ / AN

design.
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The science and details of temple architecture are

Fig. 1 Outward radiation of energy

seen in the vastu sastra. The sacred image of the from center of sanctu
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The cosmology of temple plan with Indra(vAstoshpgt. However, in the later lore,

Great importance is given to the establishment of VAStu purushs regarded as a demon (or at best a
the ground plan because it functions as a geometricdemi-god) whose permission is necessary before
sketch nandalj of the structure of Universe. It ~ Peginning any construction on the site!

is usually a square divided into a number of grids The mandalais drawn on the ground before even
which is taken to be a microscopic image of the starting the building construction and the details
universe. By constructing this diagram to regulate are outlined inbrihatsamhitAone of the early
the form of the temple, a symbolic connection is treatises on astrology (& astronomy) including
created, binding together the world of tdevata details of temple construction. The temmandala

- the Universe - and its miniature construction Symbolizes the totality of existence. Associated
through the work of man - the temple. The central With this is the belief that the center of the

and largest square is occupiedBoghmaor some ~ Universe is the mythical Mount Meru around
other prominent God-head, associated with which all the continents, islands etc. are arranged

creation. Arranged around this are the planets, the N the temple, the square sanctum is the outer

directional guardian deities and other astronomical mandalathe vimAna on top symbolizes Mount
Meru. The central point of the squareandalas
the position of the Icon. When a devotee enters
_ ) a temple, he actually enters intarendalaand
square connected with the process of creation of _ _

_ . _ _ therefore into a power field!
the Universe and its underlyig structure. (Fig. 2)

In the Rig Vedd 7.54.1)vAstu purushia identified Temple and Human Constitution

deities. It may also contain an image of the cosmi
smanZ -vAstu purushaarranged diagonally, each

Scriptures say that sthe human body is the temple
and the soul is the God withinZ. Interestingly the
architectural terminology used in the texts are the
names of parts of the human body; for example,
feet (pAda),knee {Anu), belly kuksi, neck
(grlva), face fhukhd, nose fAsila), head (ssha)

etc. As a temple is laid, it is believed to pictare
man in the lying posture. His feet denote the
entrance tower (rAja Gopuram), his waist portion,
the hall; his heart, the porch; his head, the
sanctum; the point where the eye brows meet, the
seat of thevigraha In another version, the neck
represents the sanctum, the head represents the
tower and the heart represents the porch from

Figure 2.Mandalaand \Astu Purusha .
9 where the devotee looks at thigraha
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